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:JKKL5!/0(MJINJO3P!,NQIRNJIQ!+INSINOO!" TQRLNU2LVITRI'WLKSXNYD
hands the very frst eBook collection we have ever put forth into the world.

Actually, check that: given this is an eBook, you aren’t technically holdE

ing it in your hands. It’s not a tangible, physical thing but rather a digital

assortment of numbers arranged just so that the correct words and phrases

are rendered in an order that makes sense, which are then downloaded to

a device that can display the information in whatever language necessary,
TNS!IQWTQH+:&+HXPIMWTQ!OLV!ITRJIOVRRINQKO!WLKSXNY!XN!OLVR!
maybe you’re simply reading this on your computer or another piece of

advanced hand-less technological equipment, and therefore there is nothE
XNY!XN!OLVRIWTNSPU!

The world is a very complicated place.

Whether you’re holding this collection in your hands or not, the fact
that you are reading this means you are a loyal reader of our humor webE
site, so much so that you have supported us with a generous monetary
donation for which we will be eternally grateful. Like | just mentioned, in
what in all honesty was a regretful opening paragraph, this is the very frst
eBook collection the Tendency has ever published. It will only be offered
to you Tne patrons and whichever relatives, friends, and subreddits you
choose to share it with. It’s something special and unique for the special
and unique people who have chosen to help us keep on keeping publishing
our special and unique website.

And this eBook is indeed special and unique, as 2016 was a special
and unique year. So special and unique that some of us might wish it had



never happened, or at the very least wish to go back in time and fx, well,
%)%*($+#,But as | type, time machines haven’t been invented yet, so we
have to make do with the time space we’re in.

The world is a very complicated place.

While we might want to forget last year altogether, the pieces in this colE
lection show that some good, funny things did come out of it. Of the roughly
1200 articles we published last year, these are the most clicked on and most-
read. For most of its 19 years of existence, the Tendency has favored humor
of the evergreen variety, stuff that didn’t require you to have read the latest
edition of your local gazette or have listened to the latest hit record on your
phonograph record player to understand the context. But the news of 2016
proved diffcult for us to avoid satirizing. We had to do something to keep
from banging our heads against the wall. So we veered toward the topical,
as some of the pieces within will show, and a few might come off as a little
dated. But | like to think of this collection as a time capsule of sorts of 2016,
one that helps explain where we were and how we responded to its endless
cycle of BREAKING NEWS!! and the like.

This is all a long way of saying thank you for supporting us. The world
may forever be a complicated place, but your patronage has made our
effort to publish “daily humor almost every day” a little easier. | hope you
enjoy this digital assortment of numbers arranged just so.

DJPQ5

Chris Monks

ITNTYXNY!)SXQLR
101%%,%(23&4,$%*,%%$&5%,"%,/(
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First, as you are a woman, stop crying.

Before you meet with your boss, put together a list of your accomplishE
ments. This should include some of the proposals your boss ultimately
took credit for, but not so many that it seems you’re trying to prove a pasE
sive-aggressive point. Also, don’t include too many of the group projects
you initiated that were handed to your male coworkers to run, as this will
only prove what everyone keeps saying about you not being a team-player.

Prepare in advance what the lowest number is that you will accept.
While determining this fgure, take into account the amount of years
you’ve worked there, if/and by how much you’ve increased the company’s
proftability and what that guy Ryan who got hired at the same time as you



but with an inexplicably higher salary based on nebulous prior experience
makes. Be careful not to ask for more than Ryan. They’ve made it very
clear in previous conversations that they can’t go paying one employee
more than another for the same job.
Schedule a meeting with your boss. Many people make the mistake of
“popping-in” to ask for a raise unexpectedly. Women especially are prone
to err in this way as they are impulsive and Fighty. Don’t follow your boss
into his/her/but-probably-his offce like a puppy chasing a squirrel. Also
ZJ'PVRJI'NLQ!QLIXNXQXTQJ!TIOLN[JRPTQXLN!MWJIN!OLV!RVNIXNQL!JT(
parking lot during lunch when you’re on your cell again arguing with your
mom about why you never call Make sure to make an appointment in your
boss’ calendar so he’s prepared to meet with you while subtly being made
aware that you’re capable of telling time and know what a calendar is.
Don’t ask your boyfriend or husband to negotiate for you, no matter
how many times he tells you he could if you wanted.
Prior to your negotiation meeting, nd a good place in the building to
prepare yourself. Bathrooms work well as your nervous female energy will
make you likely to start to cry and/or it’s possible you have not yet stopped
crying all day/week/month. Splashing water in your face will help; staring
at yourself in the mirror wondering where that grey hair came from and
how you got stuck in a position with seemingly no room for advancement
as your life slips away will not. Schedule enough time to return to the bathE
RLLATYTXNIMWJIN!OLVIXNI[XQTZKO!PQTRQ!OROXNY!IXN!QWJIIWTKKMT
out. Add eight extra minutes to allow yourself to spiral into questioning
why you can never just get it together and how this is just that 10th grade
frog dissection disaster all over again.
AVRXNY!QWJIIOLN[JRPTQXLNSNTXNQTXN!JOJIOLNQTOQ!TNS!P\XKJ5!.
much of either so as not to appear bitchy nor ditzy. Remember that men
are often confused by straightforward expressions of composure and will
decide you are “cold,” a particularly damning determination from which



there is little hope of return. Alternate eye contact and smiling at eight-secE
ond intervals to properly position yourself as somehow miraculously both

a woman and a capable employee. Do not wear too much makeup as this
will make you look “cheap and unprofessional” nor should you avoid
makeup as you will look “old and tired” and therefore more invisible than
Wonder Woman'’s plane. Question how Wonder Woman was able to afford
that plane given the wage gap. Look into government grants.

Speak clearly and frmly. Women say “sorry” too much and should
refrain from using it. If you knock over your boss’s coffee or accidenE
tally set fre to his desk, lock eyes and nod slowly. Refrain from common
female speech traps like uptalk, vocal fry or using the word “like.” In fact,
avoid similes altogether. Employ metaphors if you absolutely must, but
only those that reference sports or vaguely allude to penises. Never ever
TKKVSJIQLITYXNTPU

Focus not just on your past accomplishments but also on your future
plans for your position. This IS a good time to discuss a new account you
MXKKIZIIKTNSXN¥Y! JOIXELS!QX\J!QL!ISXPOVPP!WLM!OLV3RJIQWJI!RJITF
everyone had to go to sexual harassment training after the boss’ nephew
\TSIITIOLWINQ!TZLVQ!OLVRI!TPPITYTXNU

ALN3Q!YLINIYTQX[JU!-LILNI'MTNQP!QL'WITRIWLM!OLVIWT[IN3Q!WTSY
years or that you never complain about how cold the offce is even though
it’s so cold, holy fuck, why do they keep it so cold are they chilling chamE
pagne to toast all the men who keep getting promoted above you? Your
ZLPPIMTNQP!QLWJITRITZLVQ!MWTQ!OLV!IOTNITNS!MXKKISIB!NLQ!MW)
ber that all negative statements from a woman are irrational emotional
L[JRERJTOQXLNPU

Have a plan in case your boss says no. If you brought a pint of just-in-
case-of-sadness-ice-cream into the meeting, offer your boss at least one
bite before crying into the rest of it. This will build future good will so that



the next time you ask for a raise maybe you won’t be such a big failure,
like you always are. Be careful not to be visually disappointed with friends
and family for more than two and a half minutes, lest anyone accuse you
of being dramatic. Read empowering female writing to remind yourself
that women can do anything they want and use that as an excuse to order
both Chinese and Mexican for dinner. Update your resume and reach out
to people to network with while recognizing that the men will ignore your
professional inquiry and only think you want to sleep with them. Make
more female friends. Talk to them about the discrimination and obstacles
both subtle and overt they’ve faced throughout their careers. Start comE
panies with them. Hire other women, shift cultural norms and change the
MLRKSU

But frst, stop crying.
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TO: Company_All!
FROM: Richard Bischoff!
SUBJECT: In Regards to Our Company’s New Phone Plan
|
<LLSN\LRNXNY5

We all have a lot of work to do if we want to get this company to be the
best in the world, and | believe that if we work together, we can accomE
plish just that. However, | do have a message for those of you who have
been complaining about our new company phone plan the past few days:
Now is not the time to criticize the Galaxy Note 7.

Now, I’m not going to stand here and pretend like this phone doesn’t



have problems. After all, the proof that it gets overheated and explodes for
practically no reason at all has been evident for months, but now, we need
to focus on its positive aspects and wipe the slate clean. It is our company
phone now, and there’s no use complaining about it anymore.

After all, it’s not like we didn’t lay out other options! We gave you the
choice between the Galaxy Note 7 and the new iPhone, and this is what we
came out with. In fact, the iPhone 7 isn’t perfect either! It has no headE
phone jack and doesn’t handle email accounts the exact way some of you
wanted it to. For some, that was just as—if not more—important than the
Galaxy Note 7 exploding with enough frequency that scientists, offcials,
and even the people at the store, implored us not to buy it. So, when the
time came to vote, it’s understandable that we’d be almost evenly split on
MWXOW!QL!OWLLPJU

Here’s the thing though, we did choose, and you should all stop protestE
ing against it. Yes, more of you voted for the iPhone, but you also seem to
forget that the mailroom staff liked how the Galaxy Note 7 has such fun
YT\JP5!TNS!QWJIXR!LQJP!OLVNQN\LRIJUH+WTQ3P!IQWJIIPOPQINQWTQ!M.
VPJIS5!QWTQ3P!IQWJIIPOPQAMAIMIIMXKKITKMTOP!VPJU!<JQ!IVPJIS!IQL!XQL

Now, some of you are complaining that you don’t feel safe working
with a phone that could randomly explode on any given day. That the
people in the mailroom—while their love of games is valid—do not rely
on these phones in the same way you do. That they do not have to raise the
phone to the side of their head every morning and pray that it doesn’t catch
fre and Kkill them. That the Galaxy Note 7 should have been disqualifed
from consideration due to the many examples of it being so incredibly
dangerous. To those people | say, please stop whining, because getting
Samsung to improve their phones to work for everyone seems incredibly
XNOLN[IJNXJINQU

Look, we signed a contract. This is going to be our company phone for
the next four years, and you’re going to have to get used to it. 1’d consider



it a great service to your company if you just accept that, and stop sending
me emails about how you’re worried, or how we should put in the effort to
make the phone better and less harmful for the people who are clearly most
at risk using it. After all, the mailroom staff put up with the last iPhone
plan, and all they did was refuse to deliver the mail for four years.
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4JTR!/RP!45

I’m sorry | haven’t done my homework, but my homework diary is curk
rently full, and I’m not looking to take on anything else right now.

|

!

4JTR!/RP!45

Sorry it has taken me so long to reply to your request. As you can imagine,
I am swamped here by many similar enquiries—everyone wants homeE
work, it seems! If you haven’t heard from me within a few weeks, then
please presume that | am not interested at this time.



4JTR!/RP!45

Thank you for your engagement in my education. My interest was piqued
by your task, and though I unfortunately won’t be completing it on this
occasion, | liked the idea of it, and of you, enough to take a look at any
future homework you might set. Please stay in touch.

I

!

4JTR!/RP!45

Thanks for your homework. Your idea of writing a Christmas ghost story
was a good one, but it’s not really the kind of thing I tend to do—it’s a
little bit too genre for my tastes. Try Kevin, who sits next to me. He loves
that stuff.

!

!

4JTR!/RP!45

It’s a no, as you’ve probably guessed. The problem for me is that it’s too
similar to something | did quite recently, and though I know you’ll say that
you’re asking for a book report of a different book, the form and shape of
book reports are suffciently alike for me to conclude that the homework
would feel a bit stale. If I’m going to commit an hour of my life to someE
thing, I’d want to feel stimulated by the freshness of the challenge. | hope
we can get to do something together soon!

I

I

4JTR!/RP!45

Thanks for the homework task. I think there’s something in there, but at
the moment it feels a bit vague and undercooked. What | suggest is that
you go away, think about it, and resubmit it in a different form. It could be

really good, so stick with it!
!



4JTR!/RP!45

I’m writing on behalf of my client Lowell Hornby. He’s really sorry, but
could you give him just a little more time? This is not, of course, to say
that he’ll be doing it, but things have been so hectic for him recently that
he hasn’t been able to hear himself think. His Xbox commitments, not to
mention the sheer volume of televised Premier League Fxtures at this time
of year... you know how it is. Give us another couple of weeks and we
will be able to give you a clear yes or no, | promise.

|

!

4JTR!/RP!45

This was one of those homework tasks that had us all in a spin, here at
Hornby and Hornby, and we just couldn’t make up our minds. My parE
ents loved it for me, and thought | should seriously consider doing it; my
younger brother and | just didn’t “get it.” Maybe it’s a generational thing,
like 671,$7,&8"%( ? It provoked much lively debate, as you can imagine,
and we all learned a little more about ourselves—for which many thanks.
,Q3PINJ[JRITIZTSIQWXNY5!IZIXNYNTSI!QLNVIPQXLN!LVRIQTPQJIP5!MW
MWTQ!MJI'MTNQU!,N!IQWJIIINS5!, 3\IQWIILNIIMWLIWTP!QL!IPQTNS!ZO!Q\
it’s a pass. When | see you up there on stage collecting the Homework Of
The Year award, I’ll kick myself.
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It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single woman in possession
of a smart phone may not be in want of your dick pic.

However little known the feelings or views of such a woman may be
on her frst opening a text, this misconception is so well fxed in the minds
of the men online, that she is considered as the rightful viewer of their
penises.

My dear sir! Have you not heard that women may not enjoy your
images? It is true, for my friend has just been here, and we talked all about
it. Do not you want to know what we thought of it?

Well, my dear, you must know, we agree that your penis is obviously



one of a young man of large fortune in the southern region; but that you
don’t care at all for the maintenance of your private area, and we were
much disgusted with it and did not enjoy viewing it; and sincerely request
that you send me no more, and remember that no woman of sensibility
wishes to wake up to your cock before their own cock crows with its
\LRNXNY3P!0TKKU

&

&

C,'<,-,& 11##%.

There it was before me—your dick pic. Your dick pic: I thought but I did
not nish my thought. | took a look at the image, for | had a constant sense
of it there, something turgid, something imposing, which | shared neither
with my friends nor my Twitter followers. A sort of interaction went on
between us, in which | was on one side, and your dick pic was on another,
and I was always trying to zoom in on it, as it was of me; and sometimes
we eyed each other (when | was alone); there were, | remember, furtive
staring scenes; but for the most part, understandably enough, | must admit
that | felt this thing that I called your dick pic was sudden, intrusive, and
would be quick to pounce on me if | gave it a chance.

&

&

%&-<(+#- 1:$<:)(

9+:3&+:;;%,3&1+%, &(7<*&"#/=&#/&#3&H&, T*%">
67%3&H#PE&"*(&<; & ?H#=%0&: &* #3#,&#,&P$+%0&3<,>

&

&
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Most true is it that “beauty is in the eye of the gazer.” Your colorless penis,
turgid, massive head, broad and hairless balls, deep eye, strong shaft, frm,
rounded head,—is not disgusting, according to rule; but it is more than



disgusting to me; admittedly it is full of power, an image that quite mesE
merized me,—that took my thoughts from my own volition and tethered
them to your penis. | had intended to want you; | had struggled strongly to
grow within my soul the seeds of want; but now, at the frst erected view of
you, they spontaneously die, shriveled and impotent.”

&

&

18&28& 1&-<)%#$

@<P&TA&(7T<*&3:/=&:,"&AT??#2%23&,%3%
B7<&*#8%
C;&A*7D&:&3+:AP&S+:$23&*7T7$%8'&#,&-*TH#,
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All the disgust and disappointment have purged themselves. | feel surprisE
ingly calm. I hold the dick pic suspended a few feet above my head. | am
open to the offending image.

&



&

&) D'&A(+))+
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There are only two tragedies in life: one is not getting a dick pic, and the
LQWJIR!IXP!YJQQXNY!OLVRPU

&

&

1&'2 1(:)%%)2

I behold the wretch—the miserable monster whom | had help create. He
takes up the entire screen; and this dick pic, if dick pic it might be called,
is Txed on me. The veins throb, and it lurches forward disturbingly, while
a single tear weeps from the tip. Your one hand is stretched out, seemingly
to grip him, but | avert my eyes and delete the image. | take refuge in
\O!J:,"(&J*<3+ challenges, where | remain during the rest of the night,
dropping candy pieces up and down in the greatest agitation, listening
attentively, catching and fearing each text sound as if it were to announce
the approach of the demoniacal snake to which | had so unintentionally
given life.

&

&

@#'& 1-)&%) 11 (+#-

It seems to me that trying to look at your dick pic is like milking a bear to
get cream for your morning coffee. It is a whole lot of trouble, and then not
worth much after I do it.
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Are you sure that | can’t Il out and/or sign another feld trip form-fundE
raising form-class placement form-book order form-class party form-popE
sicle request-overdue library books notice-missing library books notice-
school district feedback form-one month of half-flled-out reading logs?

Are you sure that | can’t contribute to one last bake sale or fve? Are
you sure that | can’t make it something that’s gluten-free, nut-free, egg-
free, dairy-free, non-GMO, organic, and/or won’t hurt anyone’s feelings?
Are you sure bright pink fake fat frosting from a can won’t work? Have |
mentioned | have the culinary skills of a pile of rocks?



Are you sure that | can’t send in money for a yearbook? A class trip
QL!'YJQ!XO0JIORJIT\IPTNSMXBWIBENT QXLNG!&XPXQXNY!TVQWLR3P!PX
book? Tickets for the end of school year party? A baseball game? The godE
damn recorders | didn’t even want my kids to have in the frst place?

Are you sure that | can’t get the money to you in the form of a check
because I’m a pioneer woman? Are you positive you don’t want to accept
PayPal or Square or—no, | know. That’s crazy. You’re not a spaceship.

Are you sure that | can’t chaperone one or all eleven of the feld trips
between now and the last day of school? Don’t worry, | no longer have
time to hold down a job. By the way, remember all that time between JanuE
ary and April? What happened there?

Are you sure that there isn’t some sort of spring concert-adorable play-
other emotionally manipulative school event to go to now or every night
until the last day of school? You know, something where maybe one of the
boys can wear a too-big tie or the tallest girl in class can shyly stoop down
in the back row? Maybe it could be a third-grade dance or a ffth-grade
graduation? That sort of thing.

Are you sure that 273 art projects couldn’t be sent home all at once?
Preferably stuffed into a fimsy about-to-split-open plastic grocery bag?
Are you sure you aren’t giving me some other kid’s stuff, too?

Are you sure that there can’t be some sort of complicated theme weeks
that my Kids can get all whipped up over even though they could barely
manage to pair a shirt with pants the other 41 weeks of the year? If possiE
ZKJ5!I0LVKS!IXQ!ZJIPL\IQWXNY!IMWIRJIMI3KKIWTI[JIQLIY TQWJIRITN!XNC
assortment of props on extremely short notice? Maybe an orange wig, two
different colors of the same style of shoes, and a sports jersey from 1991?
Just spitballing here. Can you make sure that any errands related to each
theme can be spread out amongst multiple locations across town thereby
obliterating one entire day from the scoreboard of my life?

Are you sure that a room parent can’t come up with one or three



end-of-year classroom projects like that one time when we had two days’
notice for each kid to cut out 38 2" x 2" squares for a paper mosaic proE
ject? And I mean 2" x 2" exactly, it said so in the e-mail. Something comE
plicated and requiring extreme precision is exactly the sort of thing I’'m in
the mood for right now. Got anything like that?

Are you sure that | can’t get you a teacher gift? Are you sure that |
can’t read two or Fve shitty mom blog posts about what an appropriate
teacher gift might be? Are you sure | can’t just get you a nice bottle of
wine? | have one right here, it’s already open.

Are you sure you need to give me that summer reading list-library fyE
er-academic camp brochure? Are you sure that | can’t just let my kids get
dumber by 1/3rd until they come back here in the fall like we all used to?

Are you sure you can’t make me panic more about how little time |
WT[IIVNQXKIQWJIIPOWLLKIOJTR!IXPITK\LPQ!L[JRG!(L!,'OTN!ZJI'RIXNSJIS
only thing that allows me to approach my work with any sort of mental
and structural stability (not to mention without going bankrupt, ha!) is
about to go away for ten weeks? I’m not panicking enough about thatF&J:,&
(7<&+%7?;&D%>
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| don’t dislike this new K+73%$'<3$913XJ!ZJ0OTVPIIQWJIO3RJI!ITKKIML\INS!
QWTQ3P!PXKKOITNSIRXSXOVKLVPU!I0TN3Q!ZIKXJI[J'IQWTQ3P!J[IN!T!V
history. | mean, my mom and sisters are all women and | know them, so
how could | dislike other women that are not them? It doesn’t make any
sense and, frankly, it’s below the belt. I mean, how ":*%!OLVG
JWTQJIIQWIKINES'<3$981FXJI!IZI0OTVPINOINV\ZIRILNIIXPPVI!
when judging a fIm is and has always been Hollywood fnance reform.
And frankly, I’m tired of all big blockbuster movies. The movie system is
corrupt and I think we need to put our foot down, right now specifcally in
2016, to put a stop to this new K+73$'<3$IRIXIITPITIPXYNTKIQWTQIMJI3RJ!
done with all big Hollywood blockbusters. And if you don’t agree with me,
well, maybe you need to stop buying movie tickets with your vagina.
If you’re actually looking for an honest movie with integrity about



ghosts, check out Abbott and Costello’s 1941 classic L77?"&5+:$&K+73$E&
which, actually, does more for female movie leads than the new K+73®
'<3%$%*Bovie ever will. No, there aren’t any female leads in the movie and
the movie never really bothers to bring up any issues that would be of conE
cern to female leads, but it’s also rarely voted against female lead issues,
S0... that’s even better than providing female leadership, in a way.

And yes, so far people of color don’t seem to be excited about or interE
ested in watching 1941’s L77?"&5+:3&K+T8R\L[XJ'QWITQIRP!QWXP!PV\\JR5!
but that’s just because they’re not informed enough about how much
they’d enjoy L7?"&5+:$&K+738e plot of the movie hinges on hidden
fnances, which as we all know, encapsulates and trumps all issues of race
and gender and discrimination of any kind. | wish people of color that have
expressed interest in seeing this new K+73$'<3$WVRIRIN3Q!YLXNY!TYTXNPQ!
their best interests. | have a picture of an important, famous black guy
standing near a theater playing L77?"&5+:$&K+783/0u need more proof
that this is a cut and dry issue. Why are we even still talking about this?

If the movie theater system wasn’t rigged, then maybe more people
MLVKS!ZJIJSVOTQJISITZLVQWIMTEBIBRIK+TBIQVTKKO!XPU!,I0TKKJS!
up several movie theaters recently and they said they had no plans to show
XQIXNIQWIXRIQWJITQIRPGIIWTQG!,IQWLVYWQI!QWXPIMTPI&JIRXOTU!
wouldn’t be opposed to showing L7?"&5+:$&K+7f8% some private screenE
ings, but so far not many people have requested for it to be shown there,
so unless the numbers look better, they won’t be showing it. But, everyone
I know and like supports the idea of L7?"&5+:$&K+78% playing at our
local cinemas this summer! The world isn’t bigger than the people | know!

And the people I know, we all mostly agree, it’s either L7?"&5+:$&K+73%&
or nothing. We think the movie theaters should shut down if they’re not
going to play L7?"&5+:$&K+738ah, we know some people get food and
go to the bathroom at movie theaters, but if they’re going to play the new
female K+73%'<3$%1Bat’s just as bad as showing P:/%3&7A&6%:NOQVR!



opinions! And those two things are so similar and interchangeable that |
MLN3Q!ZLQWJIR!PWLMXNY!ILR!QJKKXNY!OLVIMWOU!+WTQ3P!NLQ!YLLS
a picture of a M*#"%3D: #8834 'TNSIP:/%3&7A&6% Ex:&QPQTNSXNY!
next to each other on the same shelf.
+WXPINIMINL[K373$'<3%%*8ninds me of the movie K+73%rom
the *90s and now that we’re not in the “90s I’ve decided | don’t like the
\L[XJ IK+738!,3\lYLXNY!QL!PTBHABRT EBSWXP I QWIIPTIKFPIH NS!
WLKIS+73%'<3%%t8ponsible for the things | don’t like about K+738%
Of course we’re ready for a comedy-action movie with female leads.
And of course, we’re overdue... but | think we need to wait for the right
NJIMK+73%$'<3$%tvie, not just any K+73$'<3$9tFXIUI+WIIML\IN!XN!
QWJINIKw 733$'<33$%tvie have a lot of good comedy experience, yes,
of course. But over the last 20 years, | can fnd a few examples of them not
being funny, especially when you take those moments out of context.
Now, if Elizabeth Warren and Jill Stein and Michelle Obama make
TININK+73$'<3%%itBa hypothetical four or eight years from now, |
could get behind that idea. That vague notion that wouldn’t hold up under
any scrutiny for a variety of reasons is clearly a better option than this
NJIMK+73$'<3%%tRvie made by competent people that’s seemingly
RJTSO!QL!ZJIPWLMN!TNONXNVQJ!NLMU
| also know a couple women who would agree with me on the things
I’m saying, so again, I think that proves I’'m not sexist or misogynist. This
NJIMK+73%$'<3$%tRvie just isn’t for me and | think everything should be
for me. Will this movie just existing inspire young women to get involved
with making their own K+73$'<3$3XIPI TQ!IPQTQJITNS!KLOTKIQWJITQJR!
levels? | don’t know, is representation in media and government even
important?
%XPQJINS5!,3\YIQQXNYISXPQRTOQJISUIITWJINIXQ!OL\JP!SLEN!QL!XQ5
ing to do with misogyny or sexism or even this new K+73$'<3$%13&JU!
This is about 1941’s L77?"&5+:$&K+7&®ning along and speaking to me in



a way I’ve never been spoken to; this is a once in a generation fim. And
it’s cool. No, really, I really think that! This old black and white movie
is cool and | don’t dislike women or hold any weird hidden prejudices
against them, I’m just really excited about this old movie a lot of people
have seen before.
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If you’re a white man like me, you’ve been hearing the same question a
lot lately: “How may | help you, sir?” It’s a great question, and yes you
do have my permission to help me. I’ll take those shoes, and that phone-
watch, and North Carolina’s 4th Congressional District. But men like
me have also been hearing another question: “You need to check your
privilege.” Which 1’d like to point out is not actually a question. Now as
a white man my natural response to non-questions is to get sarcastic and
ask to see somebody’s manager. Which | did. And it turns out | was their
manager. So | sat down for a long meeting with myself, and came to one
conclusion. | do need to check my privilege. Because what if I’ve lost it?
| can’t imagine life without my white male privilege. Literally, my



mind cannot conceive of what that would be like. And I’ve got a really
good imagination. Ask me to imagine a half-man, half-zebra dressed like
a half-woman/half-lion. No problem, already done. | can even see how
the fake fur of his yarn lion-mane gets tangled in the real fur of his zebra
pelt. And just for extra credit, | imagined he was on the beach eating a blue
steak, a color no real steak has ever been. So let’s not kid ourselves, my
imagination is probably in the top seven or eight imaginations of all time.
If I can’t imagine life without my privilege, then it’s probably outside the
realm of human thought, like string theory or the rules for frequent-Fier
\XKJTYJU

If my privilege was missing, | needed to know right away. Taking a
few days off from work (1’1l tell them | was sick or had a family thing or
something—if my boss/dad’s college roommate even asks me), | checked
the status of my white male privilege in a variety of situations.

&
1#'"%&*)

Joining an all-hands staff meeting a half-hour late, I immediately take conE
trol of the room through constant interruptions, derisive snorts, and loudly
slurping two-dozen chilled oysters. When the meeting breaks, |1 am taken
aside and told I have management potential. The fact that | don’t work
there is never brought up.

Privilege: 4,%:/$

&
(#" <

Arriving fve minutes after the posted closing time at my local Best Buy,
I interrupt a female sales associate while she rings up someone else and
deliver a nearly hour-long lecture on which Blu-Ray player is best for
watching streaming HD video of college lacrosse games. She and her non-
white customer listen patiently, nodding their heads meaningfully at some
of my stronger points. Leaving without buying anything, | am offered



membership in their Preferred Purchasers Discount Club and handed a
complimentary bag of 80" fat-screen televisions.
Privilege: 8//%;%:"?%
&
4',C,-<
Spend two hours circling an elementary school at high speed while
announcing, “I have a bomb” through a bullhorn. Asked to pull over by
a police offcer, | roll down my window and take a swipe at him with a
machete. The offcer immediately hands me a beer and asks if | think the
Mets have a shot at a series win. We bond over our shared love of pornogE
raphy and cargo shorts. Not once during this interaction am | shot to death.
Privilege: 0%:,":*"

"$D%, * 1+ &- ("H# +&F #-
Squeezing into a packed subway car, | lie across the laps of four elderly
Chinese women and deliver a speech about modern America’s crippling
lack of respect for the one true male caucasian heterosexual god. Upon
reaching my stop | learn | am leading the Republican presidential feld by
twenty-seven points.
Privilege: 83&!R;%/$%"
&
&

Checking my privilege was an incredibly eye-opening experience. For
far too long I’d failed to see how much easier life was for me as a white
male. | won’t make that mistake again. From now on I will cherish and
rejoice in how much easier life is for me as a white male. Thanks to the
world’s urging, | fnally checked my privilege. It turns out my privilege is
TMJIPL\JU
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“I’m just checking in.” = 9+%*%&#3&$+:$&$+#,-&(7<&;*7TD#3%"&42"&+:)%&'(&
71>

&

“Sorry to bother you again.” = 9+(&/:,28&(7<&"7&(7<*&A</=#,-&S7'>

&

“| feel bad for making you do this.” = B7<&3+7<?"&A%%?&""&AT*&, 7$&+:)#,-&
"7, %&$+#3&:?7*%:"(F

&

“This was helpful.” = 5+#3&17<?"2)%&'%%,&+%7?;A<?&$17&1%%=3&:-7F

&

“Sorry if I somehow missed your email.” = 9%&'7$+&=,71&(7<&,%)%*&



%D:#?7%"&D%F

&

“Thanks for the explanation.” = 4A&(7<&+:"&$7?"&D%&$+#3&?:3$& 1% %=E&(7:
17<?"2)%&3:)%"&D%&:&?7$&7A&SH#D%F

&

“Perhaps there was a misunderstanding.” = B7<&"#",2$&A</=#,-&?#3%$%,&$7& D%l
&

“l suppose that’s one way to go about it.” = 0$7;&#D;*7)#3#,-&:,"&S<3$&"7&
1+:$&48&:3=%"&(7<&$7&"TF

&

“Sorry if my instructions were unclear.” = 8*%&(7<&:&A</=#,-&D7*7,>

“If you could get to this in the next couple of days, that would be great.”

= 67&$+#3&#DD%"#:$3%? (&HA&(7<&=,71&1+:$23&-77"&AT*&(7<F

&

“l just want to make sure we are on the same page.” = 4&17**(&(7<&"#",2$&
<,"%*3$:,"&D(&3#D;?%&#,38*</$#7,3&:,"&1#??&A</=&$+#3&<;F

&

“l can’t remember if | already asked you to do this.” = 42)%&:3=%"&(7<&A7<*&
$#D%3&:,"&(7T<&3$#??8&+:)%,2$&" 7, %0 &#SF

&

“We don’t have a lot of Fexibility in the schedule.” = B7<2"&'%$$%*&-%$&#$&
"7,%&'(&D(&"%:"?#,%&7*&%?3%F

&

“Let me know if you have any questions.” = 67&,7$&'7$+%*&D%&1#$+&(7<*&
3$<;#"#$(F

&

“Thank you for your help.” = 4&17<?"2)%&"7,%&#$&D</+&A:3$%*&D (3% ?AF
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After the 59th Amendment passed and Trump was proclaimed Emperor,
the entire voting process was abolished. At long last, minorities are no
longer disproportionately turned away at the polls.

&

S < &+ #-1") #']

Whether they are now states, colonies, or smoldering piles of irradiated
rubble, every formerly sovereign nation has been conquered by the United
States. Given that each (habitable) square foot of land in the world is techE
nically part of the US, immigration is not really an issue.

&

F#)1,-)2$8&%,+2

Now that Trump has dissolved the Federal Reserve and replaced the US
dollar with his cryptocurrency “lvankoin,” he single-handedly controls
all the money. If you think about it, that means that income and wealth
inequality has fallen to almost zero.

&

VE#-#12

Sure, people scoffed at the labor camps at frst. But, it’s hard to deny the
results: good jobs and affordable housing for all.

&

*0%,/&+)1*:&-<)

Ever since the University Purges, the overwhelming scientifc consensus is
that climate change is no longer a problem. Hard to imagine Hillary turnE
ing things around that quickly for our environment.

&

%<D+?!",<:+(

After the sweeping regime of forced sterilizations, not that
many LGBTQ people even want to get married anymore.



&
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Every young person that survives the annual culling receives free thought
conditioning at Trump University. As a result, no one with the physical
capacity to endure their re-education is saddled with crushing student loan
SJZQU
&

C,-4,*&+,#-

Hillary has still never explained those emails.
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HUANG, JAMIE, age 14, died suddenly upon seeing a tiny Labrador
puppy walk successfully through a set of revolving doors.

&

PHILLIPS, EMA ARLENE, age 15, passed away when she saw Taylor
Swift exiting the neighborhood gym. She died three times before realizing
that the woman was not in fact Taylor Swift, whereupon she died once
\LRJU

&

THOMAS, MORGAN, age 15, tasted the perfect mango mousse cake just
before succumbing to death. During her life, she was a “mousse lover.”



She loved mousse. She was tragically killed by the perfect mousse.

&

"$D25  1()"&5ITYJIBNSIWITRSIQWTQNNT!IPTXSMATNIQLKS!'JZJIO0TIQWTQ!
Maggie was hosting a party that Henri would also attend, but it was actug
TKKO!"JZJOOT!'MWL!IQLKSMTNIQWTQY/LKKOIMTPIQWRLMXNY!TIYJQEQL
Emma was wrong, but it was so confusing that she just gave up and died.

&

BRENNER, LIANNA, age 15, lived a healthy life until she made the fatal

decision of watching a video of a puppy splashing in a puddle. She clung
QLIRIKXYXLNIVNQXKIQWJI![JROIINS5!0ROXNY!ILVQ!QLISLSI[XTIQWJI2L\
section, typing “omg omg” in interest of time, but it was too late. She was

dying, dying, omg, and then proclaimed dead.

&

LEE, RACHEL, age 14, suffered from an asthma attack at the local dog

park. When she cried out in fear of death, her friends responded, “I know,

the puppies are so cute!” and “I didn’t think my joke was that funny.”

Genuinely unable to breathe, Rachel... actually passed away. Her memoE

rial service will be next Saturday afternoon at St. Paul’s Cathedral. All are

MJKOL\JU
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Thanks For Behaving So Predictably Badly Face

&

Stop Looking At the Clock While I’'m Talking Face

&

This is All a Bunch of Bureaucratic Nonsense Face

&

2LVET[IN3Q!+LKSY/IIENOQWXNY +WTQ!,14XSN3Q!I&KRJITSO!;NLM!. TOJ
| Would Prefer Not to Face

&

A Smidge of Self-Awareness Would Not Go Amiss Face
&



+WI(XQVTQXLNPI&RI'ITKKO!-LQ!I&NTKLYLVP!.TOJ

&

Please Tip a Bottle of Bourbon Down My Throat Immediately Face

&

2LVRIHLNII'TXPIPH(L\IMITKI?VIPQXLNPLTOJ

&
SBUIFVPQI-LMI'JYXPQIRXNYHWTQLLRRXZKIHWXNYI2LVI4XS!. TOJ
&

+WTQ!,PI-LQIIWTQ!LI/ITNQ!&QI&KK!L.TOJ

&
&KKIQWJII+WXNYPI2LVIFVPQI(TXS!&ZLVQ!2LVRIDTZO!&RI'NITKKO!ICIRO!
.T0J

&

This Email Is Surely a Joke Face

&

Your Facebook Page Makes Me Not Like You Face

&

You’re Clearly Struggling With My Failure to Conform to Your Stupid
Expectations Face

&

That Is Only Going to Make Things So Much Worse Face

&

Please Stop Touching My Knee Face

&

That Compliment Strikes Me As Sort of a Dig Face

&

Thanks So Much For Your Unsolicited Advice Face

&

What Would the Point of That Really Be Face

&



I Can’t Believe | Have to Fill Out Another Effng Form Face

&

2JPI+WXP!PIIWTQ!,3\ILIJTRXNY!.TOJ

&

B\+ROXNY!-LQ!QL!IFVSYJI2LVIDVQ!,!I&\.TOJ

&

No | Don’t Really Think That’s How All of Humanity Is Face

&
(LRRO2LVRI&VQWLRXQO!,P!(VOW!ITIDVRSJIN!.LR!2LV!.TOJ
&

You’re So Right That It’s Amazing That I’'m Pretty and Not Married Face
&

Way to Tip Fifteen Percent On Your Bill Before Taxes Face

&

The Best Lack All Conviction Face

&

You Are Still Talking About Yourself Face

&

This Is an Astonishing Waste of Time Face

&

For the Love of God Please No More Platitudes Face
&

You Really Know Nothing On This Subject Face
&

JALN3QIITKKOLNLMITWIRJIIZLV3RJIIKLXNY IIXQW!IHWXPLTOJ

&

Please Do Keep Checking Your Phone Face

&
+IKKI/II&YTXNI&ZLVQLELMITPITYTNIZLV3RIHIRRXZKIITQI&S\XNXPQRTQ
%TZLR!L.TOJ



&

This Other Email Is Surely a Joke Too Face

&

1LVKS!LQLT[IIDIINIILRQWMWXKJ!LTOJ

&

Will You Be Talking For Much Longer Face

&

Your Unquestioned Assumptions Are Astonishing Face

&

| Don’t Have The Energy to Give You the Approval You Need Face
&
+IKKIJI&YTXNI&ZLVQI+WTQ!+WXNY!I4XSN3Q*TRJII&ZLVQ!QWJI!L. XRPQ!-
&

Please Stop Touching My Shoulder Face

&

JILVKSH4LITIKKIQLI?VIPQXLNI2LVRY/LQX[JIPL.TOJ

&

2LVIILVKS!4LI1IKKIQLI?VIPQXLNI2LVRI/LQX[JIPL.TOJ

&

Way to Not Say Thank You Face

&

/O14LY!PI-LQY/OIDTZOLTOJ

&

There Are Far Too Many Steps In This Process Face

&

J-JISITPWJIIPJZVRYJRITNS!"LPPXZKO!+ML!.T0J

&

What You Just Said Makes No Sense to Me Face

&

2LVI&RI*LRRJIOQ!+WTQ!2LVI4L!-LQ!-JIS!IQL!IITXQ!, NI+WXP!%XNJ!.TOJ



&

This Smile Must Look Fake Because It Totally Is Face

&

Please Don’t Make Me Talk to The Trader Joe’s Checkout Person Face
&

This Too Is All a Bunch of Bureaucratic Nonsense Face

&

You Are Defnitely Mistaken There Face

&

2LVRI"RIAXPJI*LVKS!-LQ!"LPPXZKO!DJ!/LRJ!\.KTMJS!.T0J

&

ALN3Q(QTNS!(L*KLPJIQLYJILTOJ

&
+WJIICTOTQXLN!I2LVIFVPQ!+LKS!/JI&ZLVQ!,PI/OMLRPQ!-XYWQ\TRJ!.TOJ
&

I Won’t Be Responding to That Email Face

&

Yes | Really Do Just Want to Sit Here and Read My Book Unmolested
.TOJ

&
+WXP!LLR\I,PI4JPXYNJS!QLI4RX[J/I'QLIAXPQRTOQXLN!.TOJ
&

ALN3QLIIKIHZKXYTQJIS!QLIDI#N!+X\J.TOJ

&

ITO!IQL!-LQYTO!"KJITPJILTOJ

&

I Can’t Believe That People Are Still Allowed to Say Things Like That
.TOJ

&

-LIFTNJI&VPQJIN!, PI-LQ!FVPQ!.LRIIL\IN!2LV!, SXLQ!.TOJ



&

2LVR!I\WVYNJIPP!'J[JTKPY/LRJ!,NPJOVRXQXJIP!+WTN! *TRI!QL*LVNQ!.TOJ
&

You Make So Much More Money Than | Do and You Do Nothing Face
&

You Would Die If You Knew What I’m Thinking Face

&

The Worst Are Full of Passionate Intensity Face

&

What You’re Talking About Is So Not What You’re Talking About Face
&

It Is Impossible to Say Just What | Mean Face

&

Did You Just Sort of Correct Me Face

&

I’m So Glad That Is Just Your Opinion Face

&

,3KKIDJI<LXNY!-LM!. TOJ
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Dear Fellow Nurturer:
&
Thank you and congratulations for taking care of our daughter, Ovul, while
MJITRJI'YLNJU

The following sets forth some basic information about Ovul and
instructions for her care. As discussed during the sixth screening interview,
it is important to us that you feel completely relaxed and comfortable
while you enjoy your time with Ovul in our house. Please countersign at
the end of this document and initial each page to indicate that you agree to
feel completely relaxed and comfortable while you enjoy your time with
Ovul in those parts of our house to which you are allowed access.



&
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Ovul is six months old
#VKIXP!"XPOJP!&POIJNSTNQ
Ovul is in the 99th percentile for height and moral awareness
Ovul currently identifes as female
Ovul has faxen hair
Ovul is an ideal weight for someone with her frame
Ovul has eyes the color of the Himalayas at sunrise
Ovul has two parents, one of whom has a paying job
Ovul is pre-diabetic and pre-depressed
Ovul has been fully immunized against negativity and excessive
OLNPV\JRXP\
Ovul is smart, athletic, curious, a problem solver, and an accomplished
OLYX
#VKIKITNP!XN
&
1:&+11)1-))A1+#1;-#11&DH#$+12#$
You are patient
You are compassionate
You are kind
You are kind of fexible on our return time
You know CPR
You know how to eliminate the smell of vomit from a crib sheet
You know you are being flmed
You know that we will never consider you an “employee” no matter how
many hours you work for us
You accept bitcoin
You accept your lot in life
You can Tnd humor in devastating personal humiliation



You can believe this gig will get better even if it won’t
You can believe in something bigger than yourself even if she is smaller
QWTN!OLV
&
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Ovul takes a bottle, as Jamie no longer shows any interest in breastfeeding.
We make our own formula. In a blender, please mix together the following
ingredients, some of which you will have to grow: mint chutney, daikon,
sunfower sprouts, yams, roasted caulifower, kelp noodles, and sprouted
probiotic brown rice. If Ovul gags convulsively during her feeding, it is
okay to comfort her with a warm bottle of raw camel milk. Ovul eats 3-14
QX\JPITISTOU
&
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Ovul is allergic to honey, tree nuts, peanuts (including the cartoon),
Android-based cell phones, foam, fracking, wall-to-wall carpet, gels, plasE
tic, copper, network television, humidity, the holidays, fannel, thick fur,
and pressure.
&
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We practice “elimination communication” with Ovul, so there is no need
for diapers. Ovul will clearly signal to you that she needs to use the bathE
room by either scrunching up her face, shifting around restlessly, or peeing
down your back. If you are ever unsure if Ovul is signalling you, you can
also rely on your intuition. For example, if you have the sense Ovul needs
to pee, that probably means she needs to pee or it might mean that she has
already peed in your tote bag.
&
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Ovul is allowed 10 minutes of screen time a week, with the exception



of the following videos, which she can watch on an unlimited basis:
Jamie giving birth; Jamie practicing her TED talk; Jamie delivering
her TED talk.
&
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Ovul is sensitive to Wi-Fi. If you need Wi-Fi, please use the neighbors’.
&
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Research consistently shows that early exposure to classical music helps
in the development of a child’s creativity, memory, literacy, social develE
opment, motor skills, cognition, immune function, spatial intelligence,
emotional intelligence, empathy, self-expression and self-esteem. But
Jamie hates classical music and would rather just obsessively play Joni
IXQOWJKKI3R &I day long, so that’s probably what you and Ovul will be
KXPQJINXNY!QLU
&
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Ovul has been identifed by Jeff as high achieving/highly gifted/high
income. Please engage Ovul in intellectually appropriate and stimulating
games, including chess, Monopoly, fash trading, and statistical arbitrage.
&
)A)™,()
At sunset, please take Ovul for a light jog of 13 miles at a 5:30/mile pace.
Please use the Team Six AWD Hybrid Stroller in the garage. Please note,
QWXP!PQRLKKJIRIJTPXKO!OLN[JRQP!QLITIOTR!IPITQ5!0WTNYXNY!QTZK
&

"%&2
"KTOIMXQW!#VK!IPWLVKS!ZJIINQXRIKO!IOWXKSESXRJIOQJFZVQ!PWLV
porate at least two lightly sanded wood blocks and a recycled piece of
hemp cloth. Praise should be limited and specifc. For example, if Ovul



hides one of the wood blocks under the recycled piece of hemp cloth, you
should look up from your phone and say “Wow, you hid the sanded wood
block under the recycled piece of hemp cloth!” instead of “Hey, let’s do
something else.”

&

&4,-<

Ovul enjoys stories by Dr. Seuss, Mo Willems, Margaret Wise Brown,
Martin Amis, Haruki Murakami, and God. She is currently reading ,Q ¢ QLW H
T%3®BE&h we made into a 178-volume board book and store in what used
QL!ZIIQWINTPQJIR!ZISRLL\UI(WJIIXP!LN![LKWJ!QMLU
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We believe strongly in the importance of exposing Ovul to foreign lanE
guages and cultures. Whenever possible, please speak to Ovul with a
PLVQWJRN!TO0JNQU
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-LIPMJTRXNY
-LIPMJITQXNY
-LIPVYTR
-LIPQJ[XT
No scented personal products
No sports
No use of your phone other than to tell us you can stay late
-LIIXPXQLRP
-LI<KTSXTQLR!PTNSTKP
No use of the word no
No exceptions

&
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Other than to jog with Ovul and shop for the ancient grains listed on the
back of this note, please do not leave the house while we are away. If you
do fnd you have to drive somewhere, please use your own car, which
should be electric. To the extent they are not inconsistent with Ovul’s
needs, please obey all traffc laws and respect the rights of other drivers.
&
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In the event of an emergency, don’t waste your time calling Jeff’s mom.
She’s useless. When Ovul was born she came out for two weeks and didn’t
SLITNOQWXNY!TNS!KJOQVRJIS!IVPIQWIINQXRI'QX\JU(WJITOQVTKKO!
the full two weeks.
&
Yot &+, #-1#.1,+)/(12#$1/&21-))4
I"#$%&'( If the power goes out, you can probably fnd a few candles in the
basement. Please do not use the Diptyque candles you see in every room of
QWJIWLVPJU
)*+',-*$-/*,( We have a frst aid Kit in our vacation home in Joshua Tree.
)0'&123(!-LIXSJITU
4™"-'50,-266(!-LIXSJTU
)*+&-73,*#80*'5&+{eff hasn’t picked one up despite Jamie asking him to
like a 1000 times.
)%"'5%*85 \Vith frst aid Kit.
&
& <
Ovul does not have a “naptime.” She naps when she is tired. Some signs
Ovul is feeling tired include yawning, rubbing her face, touching her ears,
yanking on your ears, spitting in your eyes, screaming, pointing at the crib,
crawling to the crib, putting her head down on a fat surface and descendE
ing into what appears to be a coma.
&
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Please use the following routine when putting Ovul to bed for the
NXYWQU!,/"#+&-H-920-:0',-1&8*#-,5%'-+20,*#&-#2-%",&+-,5"#-;;(<<-
":( bath, story, bath, bottle, dance, song, bath, peek-a-boo, vacuum,
walk, bath, interstate drive, bath, story, bottle, Harvey Karp, bouncy chair,
bath, swing, count-every-star-in-the-night-sky-and-make-a-different-farm
animal-noise-for-every-star, bath, bouncy chair, hair dryer, Harvey Karp,
Target run, classical music, jazz, country, alt country, trip hop, story, bath.
If Ovul still has trouble going to bed, there is a large bottle of lorazepam
in the medicine cabinet. Take four and when you wake up, Ovul should be
asleep.

If you have any other questions, Jamie’s parents and our regular nanny
MXKK!ZJ'WJIRJIIMXQW!OLVIMWXKJIMJITRI'YLNJU

We will be back in half an hour.

— Jamie and Jeff
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Dear Students Who Have Just Completed My Class,
&
I would rather do anything else than grade your Final Papers.

I would rather base jump off of the parking garage next to the student
activity center or eat that entire sketchy tray of taco meat leftover from
last week’s student achievement luncheon that’s sitting in the department
refrigerator or walk all the way from my house to the airport on my hands
than grade your Final Papers.

I would rather have a sustained conversation with my grandfather
about politics and government supported healthcare and what’s wrong with



QWJIIPOPQM\IQLSTO!TNSIMWO!WJI!ISLIPN3Q!ZIKXI[IXN'WL\ILMNJIR3P!:
because it’s all a scam than grade your Final Papers. Rather than grade
your Final Papers, | would stand in the aisle at Lowe’s and listen patiently
to All the Men mansplain the process of buying lumber and how essential
it is to sight down the board before you buy it to ensure that it’s not bowed
or cupped or crook because if you buy lumber with defects like that you’re
just wasting your money even as | am standing there, sighting down a 2x4
the way my father taught me 15 years ago.
I would rather go to Costco on the Friday afternoon before a three day
weekend. With my preschooler. After preschool.
| would rather go through natural childbirth with twins. With triplets.
I would rather take your chemistry fnal for you. | would rather eat beef
stroganoff. | would rather go back to the beginning of the semester like
Sisyphus and recreate my syllabus from scratch while simultaneously
ZVXKSXNY!ITNIIKTZLRTQJ!IOKTPP!IMIZPXQJ![XT!ILVR!VNX[JRPXQO3P!PW
OLVRPJIOLNQINQNTNTYSREANTOW!IQWIINQXRIIPINIPQJIRIL[IRITYTXN!
grade your goddamn Final Papers.
&
I would rather stay up past midnight pecking out an essay about not wantE
ing to grade your Final Papers with one fnger on my tiny outdated smart
phone touchpad than grade your Final Papers because | do not want to read
QWJI\U
| do not want to read your 3AM-energy-drink-fueled excuse for a thesis
statement. | do not want to sift through your mixed metaphors, your abunE
dantly employed logical fallacies, your incessant editorializing of your
writing process wherein you tell me 83&4&1:3&*%:"#,-&$+*7<-+&:*$#/?%3&AT*&
$+#3&;:;%* &4 &, 7SH/ M BIIRBES+%0& *$#/?% &S+ $&4&+:)%&/+73%,&$7&:,:?(
4&'%?#%)%&S$+%&: <$+7* SHBRBN(R FISBAIITH& " 71,&$7 & 1*#$%&$+#3&;:;%*8
DQG LGHDV NHSW ARZLQJ LQWR P\ PLQG DV , FF
:'7<$ because honestly, we both know that the only thing fowing into



your mind were thoughts of late night pizza or late night sex or late night
pizza:," sex, or maybe thoughts of that chemistry fnal you’re probably
going to fail later this week and anyway, you should know by now that
any sentence about anything fowing #,$TLR7<$&IMR*7<," IOLVRIZKIPPJS!
\XNS!MLN3Q!PQTNS!XN!IQWXPIOLKKJIYJ'MRXQXNY!OKTPPRLL\ILR!:LNLR
lit survey because we are Professors and dear god, we have Standards.
&
I do not want to read the one good point you make using the one source
that isn’t Wikipedia. | do not want to take the time to notice that it is cited
properly. I do not want to read around your 1.25-inch margins or your
gauche use of size 13 sans serif fonts when everyone knows that 12-point
Times New Roman is just. Fucking. Standard. | do not want to note your
missing page numbers. Again. For the sixth time this semester. | do not
want to attempt to read your essay printed in lighter ink $7&3:)%&$B%P!
you say, with the river of faded text from a failing printer cartridge splitE
ting your paper like Charlton Heston in 5+%&5%,&J7DD:,"D% $8KO!
there, it was a sea and an entire people and here it is your vague stand-in
for an argument.

| do not want to be disappointed.

I do not want to think less of you as a human being because | know that
you have other classes and that you really should study for that chemisE
try fnal because it is 7*-:,#/ IOWI\XPQRO!TNS!J[JROLNJIMWLIWTPIJ[JR'WTS
a pre-med major for a roommate knows that 7*-:,#/ I0OWI\XPQRO!XP!QWJ!
weed out course and even though you do not know this yet because you
have never even had any sort of roommate until now, you are going to be
MJJSISILVQUIZLVITRI'YLXNY!QL!ZJIMJIJIS I SNYQNI N B QAR
pointed and | do not want that for you. | do not want that for you because
you will have enough disappointments in your life, like when you don’t
become a doctor and instead become a philosophy major and realize that
you will never make as much money as your brother who went into some



soul-sucking STEM feld and landed some cushy government contract and
\TSJ/LNITNS!4TS 137&;*7<'and who now gives you expensive home
appliances like espresso machines and Dyson vacuums for birthday gifts
and all you ever send him are socks and that subscription to that shave club
for the $6 middle-grade blades.
&
I do not want you to be disappointed. | would rather do anything else than
disappoint you and crush all your hopes and dreams —

Except grade your Final Papers.

The offer to take your chemistry fnal instead still stands.
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“l don’t have a TV!”

“I never eat meat!”

“l walk ten miles a day!”

“My diet is making me lose a lot of weight!”
“l use my own waste to grow food!”

“My children aren’t vaccinated!”

“l have a very small carbon footprint!”

“l don’t vote—the system is too corrupt!”
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There is a particular look about a teenage boy that lets you know what kind
of man he’ll be. A certain fullness of lips, a frank sensuality in his gaze.
We all know what the word for that is, but it’s not polite to use it until he’s

proven he’s that kind of boy.
!

Hugin was chosen, among all the boys of the village, to compete in the
Races. He had grown up, the child of a simple, lovely baker, and his wife,
the wolf-hunter. Hugin wore his hair in simple golden waves and had the
longest legs anyone had ever seen, coated in fne, silky down. When the
yearly selection began, other boys watched Hugin. They knew he would be



the one, and they pouted.

What they did not know was that Hugin was torn; torn between tall and
silent Joina and her younger sister, Kika the Maker of Knives.

As the old men pulled him on stage to crown him as the Racer, he
could see Joina’s eyes upon him. He could sense Kika’s longing for him as
her lips formed his name.

Which one of them would choose him? Who would he belong to? The
IVIPOQXLNIMLVKSWT[JIQLIMTXQUI:JIMTPITI'TOIJR!NLMS!I TNSNLQWXNY!
QJRJISU!-LQIJ[INIKL[JU
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Brett pulled his tank top up over his head and stared at himself in the full-
length mirror. He pushed down his jeans, then his boxers, and imagined
the moment when Jennifer saw him nude for the frst time. His feet were
average-sized, and there was hair on his toes that he should probably take
care of before tonight. He liked his legs just fne, but his thighs were wide
TNS!INZTRRTPPXNYKONVPOVKTRULJIQRXJIS!IPQTNSXNY!ITQI!TNITNYKJ5
waist. Some improvement. In that position, it was easier to see his ass and
notice that it was not as pert as it had been at 22. He clenched both cheeks,
hoping that tightened its look. He sucked in his tummy and pulled his pecs
up high, trying to present them like pastries in a bakery window. Would
she like him? Were the goods good enough? He pouted his lips and ran his

hands over his thighs, masking their expanse. .:('%F
!

Prof. Redgrave looked down to fnd Stephen gazing up adoringly at her.
She blinked down at him, unimpressed.

“But what is Nabikova trying to tell us with this transgressive tale? Is
it really just elevated pornography? Or is there a deeper meaning to this
titillating tale of a middle-aged woman seducing her teenage stepson?”



Stephen’s look didn’t waver. Redgrave knew there wasn’t a single origE
XNTKIQWLVYWQ!XN!IQWJI'KXQQKJ!IQTRQ3P!WJITSU/(WJIIWTS!PJIN!QWJ
in his desk, inviting the girls in class to look at him and then crying foul
when they prefaced their arguments with a harmless little ‘sweetheart.” She
had graded his papers, marking them down for their puerile assertions and
childish leaps of logic. She and her grad student, Gertrude, had privately
giggled over his pathetic striving.

“That one is not 201 material,” Gertrude clucked. “Fail him out already.
It’s sad watching him struggle like this.”

But of course, it had to be the Nabikova where he showed a little glimE
mer of hope. What other book would serve?

“Professor,” Stephen began, one well-tanned arm in the air. “What if
it’s not really about the boy? What if, like she says, he’s a safely solipsized
something else? What if the plaything isn’t the jailbait kid, but the English
language itself?”

And just like that, Redgrave knew who her next TA would be. She
drank him in, the combination of nubility and fragile academic curiosity
and knew he’d fall for her wise advisor act. Kid had mommy issues written
TKKIL[JRIWX\U

This semester was looking up.
!

“But | don’t get it!” Shea was panting, trying to catch up to Michael as he
Ted. “The monster ate everyone else. How did you escape?”

Michael reached the boat frst, Finging himself in. He waited for Shea
to follow him and take the oars, guiding them smoothly away from the
PWLRJU

“It’s because | was different from the other boys,” he said, pushing his
hair behind his ear and looking away.

“What do you mean, different?” Shea’s muscles rippled and fexed as



she rowed them to safety, and Michael could not tear his eyes away.
“Different. Pure, the monster said. Because I’m... I’ve never...” He
looked away again, and the moonlight caught on his throat, outlined his
OKT[X0KJU
“You’re a virgin,” Shea said, realization dawning. “What a waste.”
IXOWTJIKIZKVPWJSU

“If we get out of this alive,” she said. “I’m going to fx that.”
!

“You’re so good-looking,” said Chester. Antoine was patting his hair into
shape in the mirror, fretting again. Antoine knew that his friend meant
well, but his opinion just didn’t mean anything. Was Chester going to give
him a class ring? Was he going to hang that all-important varsity dance
team jacket over his shoulders when he was shivering? Would Chester
wrap his arms around him, hold his hand, kiss him so deeply that his toes
curled? Antoine looked at his best friend in the mirror, seeing him in an
entirely new way. It wasn’t the same as Barbara, he knew. It would never
be as overpowering, or as fulflling. But maybe...

Barbara found them twenty minutes later, wrapped around each other.
Antoine looked up in horror.

“I’m so sorry! It didn’t mean anything!”

Barbara smirked, crossing her arms and taking in the scene. “Now, this
is interesting. Don’t freak out, babe. It’s not like it’s really cheating, after
all.”

The two boys looked at each other, fushed and excited.

“Maybe...” Chester bit his lip. “Maybe you’d like to join us?”

She smiled again and began to undo her belt. “That’s just what | had in

mind.”
I



Andrew didn’t mind that he never came when they had sex. Bianca would
climb on top of him and ride his pubis, grinding her clit until she spasmed
and fell on top of him, exhausted and mumbling about love. He liked the
way it got him excited and sometimes, later he would take care of himself.
He really just wanted to feel the power of her body on top of his, to know
that he was exciting to her. Besides, what are orgasms when compared to
QRVJIIKL[IG
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and critical thinking are essential skills for 21st-century success, | have
revised the grading rubric for your papers accordingly. Effective January
675!678BU
Sorry for any inconvenience, !
4RU4T[IINTI+TVZIR



Winner / Yuge / Meh Loser
Tremendous
Argumentation | High-level repetition of Inadequate repetition of | Feels compelled to
simplified point or slogan. | slogans. Negligently slips | justify argument with
Advanced use of the red in some evidence to evidence and cited
herring. Arguments are justify arguments. Blames | material. Utterly
untainted by facts or only professor, failing to | neglects repetition of
evidence. Blames professor, | blame large structure. slogans. Fails to
classmates, and everyone Mentions lawsuit only in | mention lawsuit
clse. Insists that if the footnotes. altogether.
paper does not receive an
“A” the rubric was rigged
and the professor,
department chair, and
president of the university
will be sued.
Syntax and Shows high-level mastery Sentences may run into Flagrantly tries to show
punctuation of the sentence fragment. multiple clauses, leaving | off sentences with
The best sentences are the reader struggling to interior clauses. Uses
short and great. They are keep up. Use of multiple | elitist punctuation like
the best. Excellent use of | types of punctuation is the semicolon. Sentence
cllipses to elide concluding | likewise disorienting and | length and complexity
sentence clauses. potentially subversive. show blatant disregard
Exclusively uses for the reader’s
exclamation points. Uses attention span.
underline, bold, italics, and
highlighting simultaneously
to great effect.
Organization, | Advanced bloviation. Negligently references Slavish reliance on cited

coherence, and
use of course
texts

Admirable lack of
organizational structure
gives paper an inspiringly
off-the-cuff air.
Successfully addresses the
subject without reference
to the course texts.
Displays absolute rhetorical
flexibility and is unshackled
by internal consistency.
Appropriately addresses
audience through
pandering. Manages to
avoid the highly structured,
thought-out sequencing
that makes the losing paper
so ponderous and hard to
read.

the course text rather
than producing original
material, betraying lack
of imagination.
Inadequate attempt to
move past the stultifying
laws of introduction,
body, conclusion. Totally
lacks rhetorical
insouciance. Ignores
audience need to feel
catered to. Hampered by
attempts at internal
coherence.

material. Dangerous
attempts at persuasion
on the basis of textual
evidence. Cannot
muster even a single
shred of filler or
blather. Fails audience
pandering altogether.
Organization into intro,
body, and conclusion
betrays utter lack of
vision. Knee-jerk
dependence on internal
consistency makes the
paper unreadable.




